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AGENCY LAW
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT / EXPRESS ACTUAL AU-
THORITY / IMPLIED ACTUAL AUTHORITY / APPARENT 
AUTHORITY / ESTOPPEL
A non-attorney Civil Advocate did not have the authority to 
bind the District in a settlement agreement to repay Appellant 
for a tax-lien. Being sent to a mediation on behalf of a District 
agency did not grant her such authority and Appellant has 
presented no evidence that the Civil Advocate had authority 
to enter into the particular type of agreement at issue even if it 
did. Appellant has provided no evidence that the Civil Advocate 
reasonably believed that the agency wanted her to settle the 
case by agreeing to repay the tax-lien amount. There is no evi-
dence that Appellant relied to her detriment on the settlement 
agreement sufficient to support an estoppel claim. Affirmed.

NELDA PERKINS v. DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, et al.
D.C.C.A. No. 14-CV-1125. Decided on August 11, 2016. Before Glickman and 
Thompson, J.J., and Farrell, Sr.J., with Judge Thompson writing for the Court. 
(Hon. Jeanette Jackson Clark, Trial Judge). Michael C. Forster, Esq., for Appellant. 
Karl A. Racine, Atty. Gen. for D.C., Todd S. Kim, Solicitor Gen., Loren L. AliKhan, 
Dep. Solicitor Gen., and Mary L. Wilson, Sr. Asst. Atty. Gen., were on the brief 
for Appellee.

 THOMPSON, Associate Judge: In March 2012, appellant Nelda Perkins 
sued the District of Columbia (“the District”), alleging breach of an oral 
settlement agreement. The Superior Court granted summary judgment in 
favor of the District on the ground that the District employee who allegedly 
agreed to a settlement on the District’s behalf had no actual authority to bind 
the District. Appellant argues that the ruling was erroneous because there 
were material facts in dispute regarding the employee’s authority to bind the 
District. Appellant also argues that the motion judge erred in concluding 
that appellant could not have reasonably relied on a representation that the 
employee had authority to enter into the putative agreement. For the reasons 
that follow, we affirm the judgment of the Superior Court.

I.
 On June 6, 2005, the side wall of a house owned by appellant collapsed 
after being damaged by a storm. The next day, the District of Columbia 
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (“DCRA”) issued a Notice of 
Violation (“NOV”) ordering appellant to make repairs. When appellant failed 

The DWLR will not publish a paper on Monday, 
September 5, 2016 in observance of Labor Day. The 
next published issue will be Tuesday, September 6, 
2016.

JUDGE STEVEN N. BERK APPOINTED AS NEWEST 
ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE D.C. SUPERIOR COURT

 Judge Berk was 
born in Lincolnwood, Illi-
nois.  He received a Bach-
elor of Arts degree, with 
university honors, in Eco-
nomics and History from 
Washington University 
in St. Louis in 1981 and a 
Master of Science Degree 
in International Relations 
from the London School 
of Economics in 1982.  
Judge Berk received his 
Juris Doctor degree, cum 
laude, from Boston College 
Law School in 1985 where 
served as the Managing 
Editor of the Law Review.
               Upon graduation 
from law school, he moved to Chicago, where he was employed as an as-
sociate at the law firms of Isham Lincoln and Beale, and Jenner & Block, 
specializing in commercial litigation and white-collar criminal defense. In 
September of 1989, Judge Berk moved to Washington, DC to accept a posi-
tion in the General Counsel’s Office of the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission.  While there he primarily prosecuted cases against accountants 
practicing negligently before the Commission.
               In 1990, Judge Berk was sworn in as an Assistant United States At-
torney in the Office of the United States Attorney for the District of Colum-
bia. Upon joining the office, Judge Berk worked in the Appellate Division 
where he argued more than a dozen cases before the United States Court 
of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia Circuit and the 
District of Columbia Court of 
Appeals. He served in the Mis-
demeanor, Felony Trial, Grand 
Jury, and Federal Economic 
Crimes Section.  In total, he 
tried approximately 25 cases to 
a jury.  While in the Economic 
Crimes Section he received an 
award from the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation for his 
successful prosecution and 
conviction of eight individu-

Judge Berk —  cont’d on page 2089
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judgment because Branscomb did not have the authority 
to bind the District to the alleged agreement. The District 
attached to its motion declarations from Branscomb and 
from DCRA Civil Advocate David Lang, Branscomb’s 
supervisor. Lang averred in his affidavit that he agreed 
to mediation at the first OAH status conference because 
he “needed to know more about [appellant’s] claim.” 
Thereafter, having read through a mediation “notebook” 
provided by appellant, Lang came to understand that 
appellant was asserting a claim relating to a tax lien. 
According to Lang, with that understanding, he realized 
that the “tax lien issues . . . require[d] adjudication [not 
before OAH but in] the Superior Court” pursuant to 
District of Columbia Dep’t of Consumer & Regulatory 
Affairs v. Stanford, 978 A.2d 196 (D.C. 2009). Lang further 
averred that he met with his supervisor, Eric Rogers, to ask 
whether he (Lang) “had any authority to make a monetary 
settlement . . . which would involve returning a portion 
of the abatement costs[.]” According to Lang, Rogers 
“specifically stated that we would not be returning any 
money[.]” Accordingly, Lang met with Branscomb before 
the scheduled mediation, conveyed “Mr. Rogers’ position 
. . . that in no circumstances would we make any money 
settlement[,]” and instructed Branscomb to explain to 
appellant and her counsel that the OAH appeal was moot, 
that jurisdiction over a challenge to the tax lien did not lie 
with OAH, and that the District would move for summary 
dismissal if the case proceeded. Lang averred that he gave 
a copy of Stanford to Branscomb before the mediation and 
instructed her to provide a copy to appellant.
 Branscomb’s declaration corroborated Lang’s account 
about his instructions to her. Branscomb averred that 
Lang instructed her to go to the mediation and request 
that appellant dismiss the OAH appeal. She further averred 
that she was “without any authority to settle the matter” by 
agreeing to pay money. She also averred that she explained 
the District’s position to appellant and her counsel and 
that they “agreed that dismissal would be appropriate.” 
According to Branscomb, she “agreed to look into th[e] 
possibility” of rescinding the NOV, but “never agreed that 
the District would pay [appellant] money.”
 In opposing the District’s summary judgment motion, 
appellant argued that there was “a litany of evidence that 
raise[d] credibility questions [about Branscomb’s claimed 
lack of authority] and point[ed] . . . to factual disputes” 
that made summary judgment inappropriate. Appellant 
attached to her opposition her then-counsel’s declaration 
corroborating her description of the terms of the alleged 
settlement agreement, as well as a copy of a letter she 
wrote to SunTrust on April 15, 2011, advising SunTrust 
that Branscomb was awaiting a communication from 
SunTrust “setting forth the total amount that the District 
of Columbia Government has to refund to SunTrust Bank 
for monies improperly billed and paid by the bank.”
 On September 3, 2014, the motion judge (the Honorable 
Jeanette Clark) granted the District’s motion for summary 
judgment, ruling that Branscomb “lacked authority to bind 
the District of Columbia.” Judge Clark reasoned that “[e]
ven crediting the evidence in the light most favorable to 

to repair the property, DCRA authorized a contractor to 
stabilize the wall at a cost of $36,500. Once the work was 
performed (in June 2005), the District issued a special 
tax assessment for the cost of repairs and, thereafter, 
filed a tax lien against the property. Appellant alleges 
that she did not learn of the tax lien until August 2009, 
by which time, because of accrued interest, the lien 
amount was $67,314.02. Mortgagee SunTrust Mortgage 
Company (“SunTrust”) paid the lien and added the cost 
to appellant’s outstanding mortgage indebtedness on the 
property.
 On January 18, 2011, appellant filed a hearing request 
in the District of Columbia Office of Administrative 
Hearings (“OAH”), challenging the NOV and the tax 
lien. On March 8, 2011, the assigned Administrative Law 
Judge (“ALJ”) ordered the parties (appellant and DCRA) 
to participate in mediation.
 Appellant and her counsel attended the mediation 
session along with Lisa Branscomb, a non-attorney Civil 
Advocate, who appeared on behalf of DCRA. Before the 
mediation commenced, the parties signed a standard 
“Agreement to Mediate,” which stated, inter alia, that the 
signatory for each party has “full authority to negotiate on 
behalf of and enter into a settlement for themselves and 
the party or parties whom they represent.” The agreement 
gave the parties the option of asking the mediator to 
reduce to writing any settlement reached, preparing a 
consent order for the assigned ALJ’s approval, or agreeing 
to jointly dismiss the case once a settlement was reached. 
Per the Agreement to Mediate, if no settlement was 
reached, “a formal administrative hearing” would be held.
 The mediation took place before an OAH mediator 
on April 12, 2011, even though, on April 11, 2011, 
DCRA had filed a motion to dismiss the OAH action. 
Afterwards, the mediator completed a form indicating 
that appellant would file “[a] motion to dismiss [with] 
prejudice [n]o later than 30 days from mediation date if 
all actions are taken per settlement agreement.” On July 
13, 2011, however, the ALJ scheduled a status hearing 
after concluding that “the mediation has not resulted in 
a resolution of this matter.” On August 18, 2011, appellant 
withdrew her request for a hearing. On August 24, 2011, 
the ALJ dismissed the OAH case without prejudice, 
interpreting appellant’s withdrawal request as “a Motion 
for Voluntary dismissal[.]”
 On March 30, 2012, appellant filed her complaint 
in Superior Court, claiming that DCRA breached the 
parties’ oral settlement agreement that required DCRA 
to dismiss the NOV and to repay the funds that SunTrust 
had paid to satisfy the special tax assessment and 
accrued interest. The complaint asserted that Branscomb 
“held [her]self out as having the authority to mediate 
and resolve the immediate case” and that appellant 
“reasonably and justifiably relied on [Branscomb’s] 
aforementioned representations[.]”
 After discovery, the District filed a motion for 
summary judgment, arguing that it was entitled to 
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[appellant],” appellant “should have known that a 
low level employee such as Ms. Branscomb had no 
authority to bind the [District] notwithstanding 
any documents that she signed to the contrary.” 
Judge Clark cited the “basic principle of District 
law that a contracting official cannot obligate the 
District to a contract in excess of his or her actual 
authority.’”
 Appellant now argues that Judge Clark erred 
in finding (1) no genuine issue of material fact 
regarding Branscomb’s authority to bind the 
District and (2) no genuine issue of material 
fact regarding whether appellant’s “reliance on 
Branscomb’s apparent authority was unreasonable.”

II.
 Summary judgment is proper if the moving 
party can “show that there is no genuine issue 
as to any material fact and that [she] is entitled 
to a judgment as a matter of law.” Super. Ct. Civ. 
R. 56 (c). In considering a motion for summary 
judgment, the trial court must view the evidence 
“in the light most favorable to the nonmoving 
party, who is entitled to all favorable inferences 
which may reasonably be drawn from the 
evidentiary materials.” Phelan v. City of Mt. Rainier, 
805 A.2d 930, 936 (D.C. 2002) (internal quotation 
marks omitted). “Our review of an order granting 
summary judgment is de novo, and we apply the 
same substantive standards which are to be applied 
by the trial court.” Allen v. Yates, 870 A.2d 39, 44 
(D.C. 2005).
 “Once the movant has made a sufficient 
evidentiary showing to support the motion, the 
opposing party’s response „must set forth specific 
facts showing that there is a genuine issue for 
trial.’” Night & Day Mgmt., LLC v. Butler, 101 
A.3d 1033, 1037 (D.C. 2014) (quoting Super. Ct. 
Civ. R. 56 (e)). A party cannot avoid summary 
judgment “merely by impugning the honesty” of 
the other party’s witness. See Bradshaw v. District of 
Columbia, 43 A.3d 318, 323 (D.C. 2012) (internal 
quotation marks and alteration omitted); Clampitt 
v. American Univ., 957 A.2d 23, 37 (D.C. 2008) 
(plaintiff cannot “avoid summary judgment by 
merely asserting that the jury might, and legally 
could, disbelieve the defendants”) (internal 
quotation marks omitted).
 It is “well settled that . . . the party relying upon 
the agent’s authority to bind his principal [to an 
agreement] bears the burden of proving that the 
agent’s act was authorized[.]” Lewis v. Washington 
Metro. Area Transit Auth., 463 A.2d 666, 673 (D.C. 
1983). It also is “„a basic principle of District law 
that a contracting official cannot obligate the 
District to a contract in excess of his or her actual 
authority.’” See District of Columbia v. Brookstowne 
Cmty. Dev. Co., 987 A.2d 442, 446-47 (D.C. 2010) 
(emphasis omitted). “A government agent cannot 
validate a contract merely by averring that she is 

authorized to enter it, if no such authority exists; 
the rule applies with equal force even if „the agent 
h[er]self may have been unaware of the limitations 
upon h[er] authority.’” Williams v. District of 
Columbia, 902 A.2d 91, 96 (D.C. 2006). The 
existence of an enforceable contract is a question 
of law reviewed de novo. See Brookstowne, 987 
A.2d at 446. Further, “this court has repeatedly 
held that one who contracts with a government 
agent is constructively notified of the limits of 
that agent’s authority, and any reliance on contrary 
representations cannot be reasonable.” Williams, 
902 A.2d at 96.

III.
 Appellant argues that summary judgment was 
improper because there was sufficient evidence to 
raise a genuine dispute as to whether Branscomb 
had actual authority to bind the District to the 
(alleged) agreement to repay the tax-lien amount. 
We conclude to the contrary that appellant did 
not “set forth specific facts showing that there is a 
genuine issue for trial.” Night & Day Mgmt., 101 
A.3d at 1037 (internal quotation marks omitted).
 Citing Monument Realty LLC v. Washington 
Metro. Area Transit Auth., 535 F. Supp. 2d 60, 
70-71 (D.D.C. 2008), appellant asserts that an 
agent’s actual authority to bind a governmental 
entity may be either “express actual authority” or 
“implied actual authority.” As to “express actual 
authority,” appellant has pointed to no statute, 
regulation, or DCRA rule or policy document 
that gave Civil Advocates such as Branscomb 
authority to agree on the District’s behalf to repay 
funds, and appellant has made “no showing . . . 
that [Branscomb] had been delegated authority 
to commit the District to [re]pay” the tax-lien 
amount. Mamo v. District of Columbia, 934 
A.2d 376, 386 (D.C. 2007); see also District of 
Columbia v. McGregor Properties, Inc., 479 A.2d 
1270, 1273 (D.C. 1984) (“We find that there was 
no contract between the District of Columbia and 
McGregor . . . [because] [n]othing in the record 
supports McGregor’s assertion that authority to 
contract was delegated to the Surveyor by the 
Mayor.”). Appellant contends that Branscomb 
must have had authority to enter into the alleged 
settlement agreement because she was “sent to 
mediation to settle the case[,]” but that argument 
is unpersuasive; even if Branscomb had actual 
authority to negotiate some type of settlement, 
appellant has come forward with no evidence 
that Branscomb had authority to negotiate the 
particular type of settlement alleged here — an 
agreement that the District would repay over 
$67,000. As the District puts it, Branscomb’s 
authority to go to mediation on behalf of DCRA 
“did not mean [that] she had carte blanche to settle 
on any terms whatsoever or that there were no 
limits on her authority.” 

 Appellant’s argument that Judge Clark 
“erroneously ruled that Lisa Branscomb had no 
implied actual authority to bind the District” fares 
no better. “The doctrine of implied actual authority 
focuses upon the agent’s understanding of his 
authority: whether the agent reasonably believed, 
because of conduct of the principal (including 
acquiescence) communicated directly or indirectly 
to him, that the principal desired him so to act.” 
Lewis, 463 A.2d at 670 n.7 (emphasis omitted). 
Here, appellant came forward with no evidence 
that Branscomb reasonably believed, because 
of the conduct of her superiors communicated 
directly or indirectly to her, that DCRA desired her 
to settle the OAH case by agreeing to repayment 
of the tax-lien amount. Id. The only evidence on 
the point is squarely to the contrary: Branscomb’s 
supervisor Lang averred that his own supervisor 
specifically told him that DCRA “would not 
be returning any money”; Lang so instructed 
Branscomb before the scheduled mediation; and, 
according to both Lang and Branscomb, Lang 
instructed Branscomb to go to the mediation and 
request that appellant dismiss the OAH appeal, 
and she (Branscomb) went to the mediation 
“without any authority to settle the matter” by 
agreeing to a repayment.
 Appellant argues, however, that the record 
“cast[s] serious doubts about [Branscomb’s] 
veracity” and that Lang’s explanation “is not 
credible[.]” She asserts that “there are multiple 
undisputed pieces of evidence contradictory to 
the District’s version of events that would provide 
plenty of ammunition for a factfinder to infer that 
the two District employees submitted untruthful 
affidavits.” But such assertions were not enough 
to avoid summary judgment, because appellant 
cited no independent evidence that Branscomb 
understood herself to have authority to agree that 
the District would repay the tax-lien amount. See 
Lewis, 463 A.2d at 670 n.7; see also Bradshaw, 43 
A.3d at 323 (explaining that when an argument 
in opposition to a motion for summary judgment 
“boils down to an allegation that defense witnesses 
are lying” and “when challenges to witness’ 
credibility are all that a plaintiff relies on, and he 
has shown no independent facts — no proof — to 
support his claims, summary judgment in favor 
of the defendant is proper”) (quoting Springer 
v. Durflinger, 518 F.3d 479, 484 (7th Cir. 2008)); 
Clampitt, 957 A.2d at 37 (“[T]he mere possibility 
of disbelief is not enough to avoid summary 
judgment. There must instead be evidence from 
which a rational factfinder could infer that the 
[defendants] lied.”) (quoting Gould v. Kemper Nat’l 
Ins. Cos., No. 95-1883, 1996 U.S. App. LEXIS 4844, 
*5 (7th Cir. 1996) (citation and internal quotation 

Perkins Continued to page 2089
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Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 945
BARBARA ADAMS, Deceased
JAMES R. O’NEILL, Attorney

BLANK ROME LLP, 1825 EYE STREET, NW, 
WASHINGTON, DC 20006

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 
And Notice to Unknown Heirs

MICHAEL GILL, whose address(es) is/are 12030 NEW 
SUFFOLK AVE., #112E, CUTCHOGUE, NY 11935, was/
were appointed personal representative(s) of the estate of 
BARBARA ADAMS, who died on APR 22, 2016 WITH 
a Will, and will serve WITHOUT Court supervision. All 
unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown 
shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. Objections to 
such appointment (or to the probate of decedent’s will) shall 
be filed with the Register of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th 
Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before 
MAR 2, 2017. Claims against the decedent shall be presented 
to the undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed 
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, on 
or before MAR 2, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons believed 
to be heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not receive a 
copy of this notice by mail within 25 days of its first publication 
shall so inform the Register of Wills, including name, address 
and relationship. Date of First Publication: SEP 2, 2016. /s/ 
MICHAEL GILL. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE MEISTER 
Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: DWLR, THE AFRO-
AMERICAN. Pub Dates: SEP 2, 9, 16, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 174
CAROLE WARE BARBEE AKA CAROL BARBEE, 

Deceased
Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 

And Notice to Unknown Heirs
CLARK J. HYMES, ESQ., whose address(es) is/are 1030 

15TH ST NW SUITE 1050-B1 WASHINGTON, DC 20005, 
was/were appointed personal representative(s) of the estate 
of CAROLE WARE BARBEE AKA CAROL BARBEE, who 
died on NOV 13, 2012 WITH a Will, and will serve WITH 
Court supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs whose 
whereabouts are unknown shall enter their appearance in 
this proceeding. Objections to such appointment (or to the 
probate of decedent’s will) shall be filed with the Register 
of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, 
Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before MAR 2, 2017. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the undersigned 
with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed with the Register 
of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, on or before MAR 
2, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs or 
legatees of the decedent who do not receive a copy of this 
notice by mail within 25 days of its first publication shall so 
inform the Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship. Date of First Publication: SEP 2, 2016. /s/ CLARK 
J. HYMES. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE MEISTER Register 
of Wills. Name of Newspapers: DWLR, WASHINGTON 
AFRO-AMERICAN. Pub Dates: SEP 2, 9, 16, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 982
ESSIE B. CHASE, Deceased

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 
And Notice to Unknown Heirs

CARL W. CHASE, whose address(es) is/are 331 16TH 
ST., NE, WASHINGTON, DC 20002, was/were appointed 
personal representative(s) of the estate of ESSIE B. CHASE, 
who died on JUL 25, 2000 WITHOUT a Will, and will serve 
WITH Court supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs whose 

whereabouts are unknown shall enter their appearance in this 
proceeding. Objections to such appointment shall be filed 
with the Register of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, 
N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before MAR 
2, 2017. Claims against the decedent shall be presented to the 
undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed with 
the Register of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, on or 
before MAR 2, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons believed to 
be heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not receive a copy 
of this notice by mail within 25 days of its first publication shall 
so inform the Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship. Date of First Publication: SEP 2, 2016. /s/ CARL 
W. CHASE. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE MEISTER Register 
of Wills. Name of Newspapers: DWLR, AFRO AMERICAN 
NEWSPAPER. Pub Dates: SEP 2, 9, 16, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 894
JEAN ROSE DALIZU, Deceased

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 
And Notice to Unknown Heirs

TEMINA ENGESIA DALIZU, whose address(es) is/are 
1211 S CONKLING ST, BALTIMORE MD 21224, was/were 
appointed personal representative(s) of the estate of JEAN 
ROSE DALIZU, who died on AUG 7, 1998 WITHOUT a 
Will, and will serve WITH Court supervision. All unknown 
heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown shall enter 
their appearance in this proceeding. Objections to such 
appointment shall be filed with the Register of Wills, D.C., 
Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, 
D.C. 20001, on or before MAR 2, 2017. Claims against the 
decedent shall be presented to the undersigned with a copy 
to the Register of Wills or filed with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned, on or before MAR 2, 2017, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs or legatees 
of the decedent who do not receive a copy of this notice by 
mail within 25 days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and relationship. 
Date of First Publication: SEP 2, 2016. /s/ TEMINA ENGESIA 
DALIZU. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE MEISTER Register 
of Wills. Name of Newspapers: DWLR, THE WASHINGTON 
AFRO AMERICAN. Pub Dates: SEP 2, 9, 16, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 954
ALLEN DAVIS, JR., Deceased

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 
And Notice to Unknown Heirs

LINDA K. BROOKS, whose address(es) is/are 6011 
TERENCE DRIVE, CLINTON, MD 20735, was/were 
appointed personal representative(s) of the estate of ALLEN 
DAVIS, JR., who died on JUL 23, 2016 WITH a Will, and 
will serve WITHOUT Court supervision. All unknown 
heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown shall enter 
their appearance in this proceeding. Objections to such 
appointment (or to the probate of decedent’s will) shall be filed 
with the Register of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, 
N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before MAR 
2, 2017. Claims against the decedent shall be presented to 
the undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed 
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, 
on or before MAR 2, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons 
believed to be heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 days of its first 
publication shall so inform the Register of Wills, including 
name, address and relationship. Date of First Publication: 
SEP 2, 2016. /s/ LINDA K. BROOKS. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ 
ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: 
DWLR, WASHINGTON AFRO. Pub Dates: SEP 2, 9, 16, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 979
CHARLOTTE HARRISON, Deceased

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 
And Notice to Unknown Heirs

EDWIN HARRISON, whose address(es) is/are 5200 
KANSAS AVENUE, N.W., WASHINGTON D.C. 20011, 
was/were appointed personal representative(s) of the estate 
of CHARLOTTE HARRISON, who died on MAR 26, 2016 
WITH a Will, and will serve WITHOUT Court supervision. 
All unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown 
shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. Objections to 
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such appointment (or to the probate of decedent’s will) shall 
be filed with the Register of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th 
Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before 
MAR 2, 2017. Claims against the decedent shall be presented 
to the undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed 
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, 
on or before MAR 2, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons 
believed to be heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 days of its first 
publication shall so inform the Register of Wills, including 
name, address and relationship. Date of First Publication: 
SEP 2, 2016. /s/ EDWIN HARRISON. TRUE TEST COPY 
/s/ ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: 
DWLR, AFRO-AMERICAN. Pub Dates: SEP 2, 9, 16, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 965
BERNICE H. JACKSON, Deceased

SUZANNE M. SNEDEGAR, Petitioner/Attorney
4824 EDGEMOOR LANE, BETHESDA, MD 20814

Notice of Standard Probate
(For estates of decedents dying on or after July 1, 1995)

Notice is hereby given that a petition has been filed 
in this Court by FREDERICK JACKSON, JR. for standard 
probate, including the appointment of one or more personal 
representatives. Unless a responsive pleading in the form of a 
complaint or an objection in accordance with Superior Court 
Probate Division Rule 407 is filed in this Court within 30 days 
from the date of first publication of this notice, the Court may 
take the action hereinafter set forth. Admit to probate the will 
dated JUN 29, 2006 exhibited with the petition upon proof 
satisfactory to the Court of due execution by affidavit of the 
witnesses or otherwise. Order any interested person to show 
cause why the provisions of the lost or destroyed will dated 
JUN 29, 2006 should not be admitted to probate as expressed 
in the petition. Date of First Publication: SEP 2, 2016. /s/ 
SUZANNE M. SNEDEGAR. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE 
MEISTER, Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: DWLR, 
AFRO AMERICAN NEWSPAPER. Pub Dates: SEP 2, 9, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 989
BARBARA A. OLIVER AKA BARBARA ANN OLIVER, 

Deceased
Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 

And Notice to Unknown Heirs
DANA ALETA TORNEY-HARLEY, whose address(es) 

is/are 5048 DRAKE PLACE, SE, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20019, 
was/were appointed personal representative(s) of the estate 
of BARBARA A. OLIVER AKA BARBARA ANN OLIVER, 
who died on MAY 5, 2016 WITH a Will, and will serve 
WITHOUT Court supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs 
whose whereabouts are unknown shall enter their appearance 
in this proceeding. Objections to such appointment (or to 
the probate of decedent’s will) shall be filed with the Register 
of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, 
Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before MAR 2, 2017. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the undersigned 
with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed with the Register 
of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, on or before MAR 
2, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs or 
legatees of the decedent who do not receive a copy of this 
notice by mail within 25 days of its first publication shall so 
inform the Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship. Date of First Publication: SEP 2, 2016. /s/ DANA 
ALETA TORNEY-HARLEY. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE 
MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: DWLR, 
AFRO-AMERICAN. Pub Dates: SEP 2, 9, 16, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 1007
MARY E. PROCTOR, Deceased
DONATA EDWARDS, Attorney
1629 K STREET NW, SUITE 300, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20006
Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 

And Notice to Unknown Heirs
CORLISS A. MCCAIN, whose address(es) is/are 6914 

FARRAGUT ST. LANDOVER HILLS MD 20784, was/were 
appointed personal representative(s) of the estate of MARY 
E. PROCTOR, who died on AUG 9, 2016 WITH a Will, 
and will serve WITHOUT Court supervision. All unknown 
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heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown shall enter 
their appearance in this proceeding. Objections to such 
appointment (or to the probate of decedent’s will) shall be filed 
with the Register of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, 
N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before MAR 
2, 2017. Claims against the decedent shall be presented to 
the undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed 
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, 
on or before MAR 2, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons 
believed to be heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 days of its first 
publication shall so inform the Register of Wills, including 
name, address and relationship. Date of First Publication: 
SEP 2, 2016. /s/ CORLISS A. MCCAIN. TRUE TEST COPY 
/s/ ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: 
DWLR, WASHINGTON AFRO-AMERICAN. Pub Dates: 
SEP 2, 9, 16, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 968
ROSE MARIE SIMS, Deceased

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 
And Notice to Unknown Heirs

NATHANIEL SIMS, whose address(es) is/are 1912 
SPRUCE DRIVE, NW, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20012, was/
were appointed personal representative(s) of the estate of 
ROSE MARIE SIMS, who died on NOV 6, 2015 WITHOUT 
a Will, and will serve WITHOUT Court supervision. All 
unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown 
shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. Objections 
to such appointment shall be filed with the Register of Wills, 
D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, 
D.C. 20001, on or before MAR 2, 2017. Claims against the 
decedent shall be presented to the undersigned with a copy 
to the Register of Wills or filed with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned, on or before MAR 2, 2017, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs or legatees 
of the decedent who do not receive a copy of this notice by 
mail within 25 days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and relationship. 
Date of First Publication: SEP 2, 2016. /s/ NATHANIEL SIMS. 
TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. 
Name of Newspapers: DWLR, AFRO-AMERICAN. Pub 
Dates: SEP 2, 9, 16, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 615
ALICE GREEN SMITH, Deceased
THOMAS L. CAMPBELL, Attorney
3807 MINNESOTA AVENUE, N.E., 

WASHINGTON, DC 20019
Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 

And Notice to Unknown Heirs
ROBERT R. MIDDLETON, JR., whose address(es) is/are 

8517 SECOND AVENUE, SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 
20910, was/were appointed personal representative(s) of 
the estate of ALICE GREEN SMITH, who died on DEC 29, 
2012 WITHOUT a Will, and will serve WITHOUT Court 
supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts 
are unknown shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment shall be filed with the Register 
of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, 
Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before MAR 2, 2017. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the undersigned 
with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed with the Register 
of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, on or before MAR 
2, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs or 
legatees of the decedent who do not receive a copy of this 
notice by mail within 25 days of its first publication shall 
so inform the Register of Wills, including name, address 
and relationship. Date of First Publication: SEP 2, 2016. /s/ 
ROBERT R. MIDDLETON, JR. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE 
MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: DWLR, 
WASHINGTON AFRO-AMERICAN NEWSPAPER. Pub 
Dates: SEP 2, 9, 16, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 976
GLADYS R. SMOOT, Deceased

KERRI M. CASTELLINI, Attorney
409 7TH ST, NW SUITE 200, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20004

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 

And Notice to Unknown Heirs
JULIUS H. SMOOT III and BRIAN J. SMOOT, whose 

address(es) is/are 5080 JUST ST, NE WASHINGTON, D.C. 
20019, was/were appointed personal representative(s) of 
the estate of GLADYS R. SMOOT, who died on APR 13, 
2008 WITHOUT a Will, and will serve WITHOUT Court 
supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts 
are unknown shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment shall be filed with the Register 
of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, 
Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before MAR 2, 2017. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the undersigned 
with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed with the Register 
of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, on or before MAR 
2, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs or 
legatees of the decedent who do not receive a copy of this 
notice by mail within 25 days of its first publication shall so 
inform the Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship. Date of First Publication: SEP 2, 2016. /s/ JULIUS 
H. SMOOT III, BRIAN J. SMOOT. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ 
ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: 
DWLR, AFRO-AMERICAN NEWSPAPER. Pub Dates: SEP 
2, 9, 16, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 986
FANNIE B. WILLIAMS AKA FANNIE B (HILL) 

WILLIAMS AKA FANNIE HILL WILLIAMS, Deceased
Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 

And Notice to Unknown Heirs
MARY F. MCCOTTER, whose address(es) is/are 422 

KENYON STREET NW, WASHINGTON, DC 20010, was/
were appointed personal representative(s) of the estate of 
FANNIE B. WILLIAMS AKA FANNIE B. (HILL) WILLIAMS 
AKA FANNIE HILL WILLIAMS, who died on JUL 22, 2016 
WITH a Will, and will serve WITHOUT Court supervision. 
All unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown 
shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. Objections to 
such appointment (or to the probate of decedent’s will) shall 
be filed with the Register of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th 
Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before 
MAR 2, 2017. Claims against the decedent shall be presented 
to the undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed 
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, 
on or before MAR 2, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons 
believed to be heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 days of its first 
publication shall so inform the Register of Wills, including 
name, address and relationship. Date of First Publication: 
SEP 2, 2016. /s/ MARY F. MCCOTTER. TRUE TEST COPY 
/s/ ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: 
DWLR, WASHINGTON AFRO AMERICAN. Pub Dates: 
SEP 2, 9, 16, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2015 ADM 1482
PRESTON L. WILLIAMS AKA PRESTON LEVI 

WILLIAMS, SR., Deceased
THOMAS H. QUEEN, Attorney

7961 EASTERN AVENUE, SUITE 304, 
SILVER SPRING, MD 20910

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 
And Notice to Unknown Heirs

CHARLES A. QUEEN, whose address(es) is/are 7961 
EASTERN AVENUE, SUITE 304, SILVER SPRING, MD 
20910, was/were appointed personal representative(s) of the 
estate of PRESTON L. WILLIAMS AKA PRESTON LEVI 
WILLIAMS, SR., who died on SEP 29, 2015 WITH a Will, 
and will serve WITHOUT Court supervision. All unknown 
heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown shall enter 
their appearance in this proceeding. Objections to such 
appointment (or to the probate of decedent’s will) shall be filed 
with the Register of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, 
N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before MAR 
2, 2017. Claims against the decedent shall be presented to 
the undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed 
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, 
on or before MAR 2, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons 
believed to be heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 days of its first 
publication shall so inform the Register of Wills, including 
name, address and relationship. Date of First Publication: 
SEP 2, 2016. /s/ CHARLES A. QUEEN. TRUE TEST COPY 

/s/ ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: 
DWLR, THE AFRO AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS. Pub Dates: 
SEP 2, 9, 16, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 514
AMBER R. ARVON, Deceased

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 
And Notice to Unknown Heirs

NATHAN A. NEAL, ATTORNEY AT LAW, whose 
address(es) is/are LAW OFFICES OF NEAL & HANEY 
PLLC, 209 KENNEDY STREET NW, WASHINGTON, DC 
20011, was/were appointed personal representative(s) of the 
estate of AMBER R. ARVON, who died on JUN 26, 2014 
WITHOUT a Will, and will serve WITH Court supervision. 
All unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown 
shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. Objections to 
such appointment (or to the probate of decedent’s will) shall 
be filed with the Register of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th 
Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before 
FEB 26, 2017. Claims against the decedent shall be presented 
to the undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed 
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, 
on or before FEB 26, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons 
believed to be heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 days of its first 
publication shall so inform the Register of Wills, including 
name, address and relationship. Date of First Publication: 
AUG 26, 2016. /s/ NATHAN A. NEAL. TRUE TEST COPY 
/s/ ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: 
DWLR, AFRO-AMERICAN NEWSPAPER. Pub Dates: AUG 
26, SEP 2, 9, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 899
JACQUELINE BRADFORD BUGGS, Deceased

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 
And Notice to Unknown Heirs

JAMES C. BRADFORD, whose address(es) is/are 
11900 BION DRIVE, FT. WASHINGTON, MD 20744, was/
were appointed personal representative(s) of the estate of 
JACQUELINE BRADFORD BUGGS, who died on JUN 
24, 2016 WITH a Will, and will serve WITHOUT Court 
supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts 
are unknown shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment (or to the probate of 
decedent’s will) shall be filed with the Register of Wills, D.C., 
Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 
20001, on or before FEB 26, 2017. Claims against the decedent 
shall be presented to the undersigned with a copy to the 
Register of Wills or filed with the Register of Wills with a copy 
to the undersigned, on or before FEB 26, 2017, or be forever 
barred. Persons believed to be heirs or legatees of the decedent 
who do not receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 
days of its first publication shall so inform the Register of 
Wills, including name, address and relationship. Date of First 
Publication: AUG 26, 2016. /s/ JAMES C. BRADFORD. TRUE 
TEST COPY /s/ ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of 
Newspapers: DWLR, AFRO-AMERICAN. Pub Dates: AUG 
26, SEP 2, 9, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 946
ELEANOR Y. DANTZLER, Deceased

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 
And Notice to Unknown Heirs

GUY MARSH, whose address(es) is/are 2655 
TIDEWATER DR #7503 NORFOLK VIRGINIA 23509, 
was/were appointed personal representative(s) of the estate 
of ELEANOR Y. DANTZLER, who died on JUL 7, 2007 
WITHOUT a Will, and will serve WITH Court supervision. 
All unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown 
shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. Objections 
to such appointment shall be filed with the Register of Wills, 
D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, 
D.C. 20001, on or before FEB 26, 2017. Claims against the 
decedent shall be presented to the undersigned with a copy 
to the Register of Wills or filed with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned, on or before FEB 26, 2017, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs or legatees 
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of the decedent who do not receive a copy of this notice by 
mail within 25 days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and relationship. 
Date of First Publication: AUG 26, 2016. /s/ GUY MARSH. 
TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. 
Name of Newspapers: DWLR, AFRO-AMERICAN. Pub 
Dates: AUG 26, SEP 2, 9, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 955
LEROY HENRY, Deceased

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 
And Notice to Unknown Heirs

THERESA HENRY, whose address(es) is/are 4729 
GEORGIA AVE NW, WASHINGTON DC 20011, was/were 
appointed personal representative(s) of the estate of LEROY 
HENRY, who died on JUN 2, 2016 WITHOUT a Will, and 
will serve WITHOUT Court supervision. All unknown 
heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown shall enter 
their appearance in this proceeding. Objections to such 
appointment shall be filed with the Register of Wills, D.C., 
Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 
20001, on or before FEB 26, 2017. Claims against the decedent 
shall be presented to the undersigned with a copy to the 
Register of Wills or filed with the Register of Wills with a copy 
to the undersigned, on or before FEB 26, 2017, or be forever 
barred. Persons believed to be heirs or legatees of the decedent 
who do not receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 
days of its first publication shall so inform the Register of 
Wills, including name, address and relationship. Date of First 
Publication: AUG 26, 2016. /s/ THERESA HENRY. TRUE 
TEST COPY /s/ ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. Name 
of Newspapers: DWLR, WASHINGTON AFRO-AMERICAN 
NEWSPAPER. Pub Dates: AUG 26, SEP 2, 9, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 895
JOHN CEPHUS ISAAC, Deceased

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 
And Notice to Unknown Heirs

SHALITA VANTINETTE ISAAC, whose address(es) 
is/are 3950 S. STREETS, SE WASHINGTON, DC 20020, 
was/were appointed personal representative(s) of the 
estate of JOHN CEPHUS ISAAC, who died on JUN 18, 
2016 WITHOUT a Will, and will serve WITHOUT Court 
supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts 
are unknown shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment shall be filed with the Register 
of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, 
Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before FEB 26, 2017. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the undersigned 
with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed with the Register 
of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, on or before FEB 
26, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs 
or legatees of the decedent who do not receive a copy of this 
notice by mail within 25 days of its first publication shall so 
inform the Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship. Date of First Publication: AUG 26, 2016. /s/ 
SHALITA VANTINETTE ISAAC. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ 
ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: 
DWLR, AFRO-AMERICAN. Pub Dates: AUG 26, SEP 2, 
9, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 552
FANNIE R. JOHNSON, Deceased

KEVIN JUDD, Attorney
601 PENNSYLVANIA AVE., NW, SUITE 900, SOUTH 

BUILDING, WASHINGTON, DC 20004
Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 

And Notice to Unknown Heirs
KEVIN JUDD, ESQ., whose address(es) is/are 

601 PENNSYLVANIA AVE., NW, SUITE 900, SOUTH 
BUILDING, WASHINGTON, DC 20004, was/were appointed 
personal representative(s) of the estate of FANNIE R. 
JOHNSON, who died on MAR 22, 2013 WITHOUT a 
Will, and will serve WITH Court supervision. All unknown 
heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown shall enter 
their appearance in this proceeding. Objections to such 
appointment (or to the probate of decedent’s will) shall be filed 
with the Register of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, 
N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before FEB 

26, 2017. Claims against the decedent shall be presented to 
the undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed 
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, 
on or before FEB 26, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons 
believed to be heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 days of its first 
publication shall so inform the Register of Wills, including 
name, address and relationship. Date of First Publication: 
AUG 26, 2016. /s/ KEVIN JUDD. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ 
ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: 
DWLR, WASHINGTON AFRO-AMERICAN. Pub Dates: 
AUG 26, SEP 2, 9, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 940
D.L. PATTERSON AKA DENISE LETITIA PATTERSON 

AKA DENISE PATTERSON, Deceased
Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 

And Notice to Unknown Heirs
JAY PATTERSON, whose address(es) is/are 3337 

HIGHWOOD DRIVE, SE, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20020, 
was/were appointed personal representative(s) of the estate 
of DENISE PATTERSON, who died on AUG 1, 2016 WITH 
a Will, and will serve WITHOUT Court supervision. All 
unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown 
shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. Objections 
to such appointment shall be filed with the Register of Wills, 
D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, 
D.C. 20001, on or before FEB 26, 2017. Claims against the 
decedent shall be presented to the undersigned with a copy 
to the Register of Wills or filed with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned, on or before FEB 26, 2017, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs or legatees 
of the decedent who do not receive a copy of this notice by 
mail within 25 days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and relationship. 
Date of First Publication: AUG 26, 2016. /s/ JAY PATTERSON. 
TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. 
Name of Newspapers: DWLR, AFRO-AMERICAN. Pub 
Dates: AUG 26, SEP 2, 9, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 951
HELEN P. POLLARD, Deceased

CONSTANCE G. STARKS, Attorney
7053 WESTERN AVENUE, N.W., 

WASHINGTON, DC 20015
Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 

And Notice to Unknown Heirs
WILLIAM B. POLLARD, III, whose address(es) is/are 

9 RANDOM FARMS CIRCLE, CHAPPAQUA, NY 10514, 
was/were appointed personal representative(s) of the estate 
of HELEN P. POLLARD, who died on AUG 2, 2007 WITH 
a Will, and will serve WITHOUT Court supervision. All 
unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown 
shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. Objections to 
such appointment (or to the probate of decedent’s will) shall 
be filed with the Register of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th 
Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before 
FEB 26, 2017. Claims against the decedent shall be presented 
to the undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed 
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, on 
or before FEB 26, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons believed 
to be heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not receive a 
copy of this notice by mail within 25 days of its first publication 
shall so inform the Register of Wills, including name, address 
and relationship. Date of First Publication: AUG 26, 2016. /s/ 
WILLIAM B. POLLARD, III. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE 
MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: DWLR, 
THE AFRO AMERICAN. Pub Dates: AUG 26, SEP 2, 9, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 891
NANILEE HESTER POWELL, Deceased

RACHELL LONG, Attorney
1404 HALF STREET SW, WASHINGTON, DC 20024

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 
And Notice to Unknown Heirs

SHIRLEY BETHEA and EVA COOK, whose address(es) 
is/are 2002 T STREET SE, WASH, DC 20019 and 120 36TH 
ST SE, WASH, DC 20019 (respective) , was/were appointed 
personal representative(s) of the estate of NANILEE HESTER 

POWELL, who died on NOV 20, 2008 WITH a Will, and will 
serve WITH Court supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs 
whose whereabouts are unknown shall enter their appearance 
in this proceeding. Objections to such appointment (or to 
the probate of decedent’s will) shall be filed with the Register 
of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, 
Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before FEB 26, 2017. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the undersigned 
with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed with the Register 
of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, on or before FEB 
26, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs 
or legatees of the decedent who do not receive a copy of this 
notice by mail within 25 days of its first publication shall so 
inform the Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship. Date of First Publication: AUG 26, 2016. /s/ 
SHIRLEY BETHEA, EVA COOK. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ 
ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: 
DWLR, AFRO-AMERICAN. Pub Dates: AUG 26, SEP 2, 
9, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 949
WILLIAM R. PRUE, Deceased

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 
And Notice to Unknown Heirs

WILLIAM PRUE, whose address(es) is/are 7110 
GIDDINGS DRIVE, CAPITOL HEIGHTS, MD 20743, was/
were appointed personal representative(s) of the estate of 
WILLIAM R. PRUE, who died on OCT 12, 2006 WITHOUT 
a Will, and will serve WITH Court supervision. All unknown 
heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown shall enter 
their appearance in this proceeding. Objections to such 
appointment shall be filed with the Register of Wills, D.C., 
Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, 
D.C. 20001, on or before FEB 26, 2017. Claims against the 
decedent shall be presented to the undersigned with a copy 
to the Register of Wills or filed with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned, on or before FEB 26, 2017, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs or legatees 
of the decedent who do not receive a copy of this notice by 
mail within 25 days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and relationship. 
Date of First Publication: AUG 26, 2016. /s/ WILLIAM PRUE. 
TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. 
Name of Newspapers: DWLR, THE WASHINGTON AFRO-
AMERICAN. Pub Dates: AUG 26, SEP 2, 9, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 908
EDWIN N. UNDERWOOD, Deceased

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 
And Notice to Unknown Heirs

GLORIA FRAZIER, whose address(es) is/are 5328 
SECOND STREET, NW, WASHINGTON, DC 20011, was/
were appointed personal representative(s) of the estate 
of EDWIN N. UNDERWOOD, who died on MAY 23, 
2015 WITHOUT a Will, and will serve WITHOUT Court 
supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts 
are unknown shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment shall be filed with the 
Register of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 
3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before FEB 26, 
2017. Claims against the decedent shall be presented to the 
undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed 
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, 
on or before FEB 26, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons 
believed to be heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not 
receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 days of its first 
publication shall so inform the Register of Wills, including 
name, address and relationship. Date of First Publication: 
AUG 26, 2016. /s/ GLORIA FRAZIER. TRUE TEST COPY 
/s/ ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: 
DWLR, AFRO AMERICAN NEWSPAPER. Pub Dates: AUG 
26, SEP 2, 9, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 000374
WILLIE C. BAKER, Deceased

KIMBERLY FAHRENHOLZ, Attorney
1801-18TH STREET, NW, STE. 9, WASHINGTON, DC 

Third Insertions
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20009
Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 

And Notice to Unknown Heirs
KIMBERLY FAHRENHOLZ, ESQUIRE, whose 

address(es) is/are 1801-18TH STREET, NW, STE. 9, was/were 
appointed personal representative(s) of the estate of WILLIE 
C. BAKER, who died on JAN 9, 2016 WITH a Will, and will 
serve WITH Court supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs 
whose whereabouts are unknown shall enter their appearance 
in this proceeding. Objections to such appointment (or to 
the probate of decedent’s will) shall be filed with the Register 
of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, 
Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before FEB 19, 2017. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the undersigned 
with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed with the Register 
of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, on or before FEB 
19, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs 
or legatees of the decedent who do not receive a copy of this 
notice by mail within 25 days of its first publication shall so 
inform the Register of Wills, including name, address and 
relationship. Date of First Publication: AUG 19, 2016. /s/ 
KIMBERLY FAHRENHOLZ. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE 
MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: DWLR, 
THE AFRO AMERICAN. Pub Dates: AUG 19, 26, SEP 2, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 917
AMOS BRUNSON, JR., Deceased

DAVID F. HALL, Attorney
840 FIRST STREET NE, 3RD FLOOR, WASHINGTON, 

DC 20002
Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors And Notice 

to Unknown Heirs
AMOS D. BRUNSON, IV, whose address(es) is/are 10 

FINEGAN COURT, GERMANTOWN, MD 20874, was/
were appointed personal representative(s) of the estate of 
AMOS BRUNSON, JR., who died on APR 1, 2016 WITH 
a Will, and will serve WITHOUT Court supervision. All 
unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown 
shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. Objections to 
such appointment (or to the probate of decedent’s will) shall 
be filed with the Register of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th 
Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before 
FEB 19, 2017. Claims against the decedent shall be presented 
to the undersigned with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed 
with the Register of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, on 
or before FEB 19, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons believed 
to be heirs or legatees of the decedent who do not receive a 
copy of this notice by mail within 25 days of its first publication 
shall so inform the Register of Wills, including name, address 
and relationship. Date of First Publication: AUG 19, 2016. 
/s/ AMOS D. BRUNSON, IV. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE 
MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: DWLR, 
AFRO AMERICAN. Pub Dates: AUG 19, 26, SEP 2, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 894
JEAN ROSE DALIZU, Deceased

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 
And Notice to Unknown Heirs

TEMINA ENGESIA DALIZU, whose address(es) is/are 
1211 S CONKLING ST, BALTIMORE MD 21224, was/were 
appointed personal representative(s) of the estate of JEAN 
ROSE DALIZU, who died on AUG 7, 1998 WITHOUT a 
Will, and will serve WITH Court supervision. All unknown 
heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown shall enter 
their appearance in this proceeding. Objections to such 
appointment shall be filed with the Register of Wills, D.C., 
Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 
20001, on or before FEB 19, 2017. Claims against the decedent 
shall be presented to the undersigned with a copy to the 
Register of Wills or filed with the Register of Wills with a copy 
to the undersigned, on or before FEB 19, 2017, or be forever 
barred. Persons believed to be heirs or legatees of the decedent 
who do not receive a copy of this notice by mail within 25 
days of its first publication shall so inform the Register of 
Wills, including name, address and relationship. Date of First 
Publication: AUG 19, 2016. /s/ TEMINA ENGESIA DALIZU. 
TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. 
Name of Newspapers: DWLR, THE WASHINGTON AFRO 
AMERICAN. Pub Dates: AUG 19, 26, SEP 2, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia

PROBATE DIVISION
2016 ADM 719

EDWARD LEE EVANS, Deceased
Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 

And Notice to Unknown Heirs
MELODY P. EVANS, whose address(es) is/are 7761 

RIVERDALE ROAD - APT #103 - NEW CARROLLTON, 
MD 20784, was/were appointed personal representative(s) 
of the estate of EDWARD LEE EVANS, who died on APR 22, 
2016 WITHOUT a Will, and will serve WITHOUT Court 
supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts 
are unknown shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment shall be filed with the Register 
of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, 
Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before FEB 19, 2017. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the undersigned 
with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed with the Register 
of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, on or before FEB 
19, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs 
or legatees of the decedent who do not receive a copy of this 
notice by mail within 25 days of its publication shall so inform 
the Register of Wills, including name, address and relationship. 
Date of First Publication: AUG 19, 2016. /s/ MELODY P. 
EVANS. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE MEISTER Register 
of Wills. Name of Newspapers: DWLR, AFRO-AMERICAN. 
Pub Dates: AUG 19, 26, SEP 2, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 915
MAGALENE MATHIS, Deceased

WILLIAM R. VOLTZ, Attorney
2120 L STREET, N.W., SUITE 700, 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20037
Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 

And Notice to Unknown Heirs
DOUGLAS MATHIS and MILTON H. MATHIS, 

whose address(es) is/are 6906 WESTCHESTER CT., CAMP 
SPRINGS, MARYLAND and 6108 RAYBURN DR., CAMP 
SPRINGS, MARYLAND 20748, was/were appointed personal 
representative(s) of the estate of MAGALENE MATHIS, who 
died on SEP 12, 2015 WITH a Will, and will serve WITHOUT 
Court supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs whose 
whereabouts are unknown shall enter their appearance in this 
proceeding. Objections to such appointment (or to the probate 
of decedent’s will) shall be filed with the Register of Wills, 
D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, 
D.C. 20001, on or before FEB 19, 2017. Claims against the 
decedent shall be presented to the undersigned with a copy 
to the Register of Wills or filed with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned, on or before FEB 19, 2017, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs or legatees 
of the decedent who do not receive a copy of this notice by 
mail within 25 days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and relationship. 
Date of First Publication: AUG 19, 2016. /s/ DOUGLAS 
MATHIS, MILTON H. MATHIS. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ 
ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: 
DWLR, THE AFRO AMERICAN NEWSPAPER. Pub Dates: 
AUG 19, 26, SEP 2, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 FEP 79
SARA P. MOESKER, AKA SARA PATRICIA MOESKER, 

PAT MOESKER AND SARA PATRICIA PURSWELL 
MOESKER, Deceased

DEC 1, 2015, Date of Death
Notice of Appointment of Foreign Personal 

Representative And Notice to Creditors
ARTHUR DON PURSWELL, JR., whose address(es) 

is/are 7 POSTWOOD ROAD, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78738, 
was/were appointed Personal Representative of the estate of 
SARA P. MOESKER, AKA SARA PATRICIA MOESKER, PAT 
MOESKER, AND SARA PATRICIA PURSWELL MOESKER, 
deceased, by the COUNTY Court for COMAL County, State 
of TEXAS on DEC 30, 2015. Service of process may be made 
upon PHILIP N. MARGOLIUS, 4301 MILITARY ROAD, 
NW #710, WASHINGTON, DC 20015 whose designation as 
District of Columbia agent has been filed with the Register 
of Wills, D.C. The decedent owned the following District of 
Columbia real property: 713 N. CAROLINA AVENUE, SE, 
WASHINGTON, DC 20003. Claims against the decedent may 
be presented to the undersigned and filed with the Register of 
Wills for the District of Columbia, Building A, 515 5th Street, 

N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 20001 within six months 
from the date of first publication of this notice. Date of First 
Publication: AUG 19, 2016. /s/ ARTHUR DON PURSWELL, 
JR. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE MEISTER Register of 
Wills. Name of Newspapers: DWLR, WASHINGTON AFRO 
AMERICAN. Pub Dates: AUG 19, 26, SEP 2, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 892
ROBERT F. MOSELY, JR., Deceased

CHARLES E. WALTON, Attorney
10905 FORT WASHINGTON ROAD, #201, FORT 

WASHINGTON, MARYLAND 20744
Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors And Notice 

to Unknown Heirs
FRANCES E. MOSELY, whose address(es) is/are 1435 

BANGOR STREET, S.E., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20020, 
was/were appointed personal representative(s) of the 
estate of ROBERT F. MOSELY, JR., who died on MAR 27, 
1999 WITHOUT a Will, and will serve WITHOUT Court 
supervision. All unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts 
are unknown shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. 
Objections to such appointment shall be filed with the Register 
of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, 
Washington, D.C. 20001, on or before FEB 19, 2017. Claims 
against the decedent shall be presented to the undersigned 
with a copy to the Register of Wills or filed with the Register 
of Wills with a copy to the undersigned, on or before FEB 
19, 2017, or be forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs 
or legatees of the decedent who do not receive a copy of this 
notice by mail within 25 days of its first publication shall 
so inform the Register of Wills, including name, address 
and relationship. Date of First Publication: AUG 19, 2016. 
/s/ FRANCES E. MOSELY. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE 
MEISTER Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: DWLR, 
THE AFRO AMERICAN NEWSPAPER. Pub Dates: AUG 
19, 26, SEP 2, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 FEP 080
LORENZO THEUS SCOTT, Deceased

JAN 12, 1986, Date of Death
Notice of Appointment of Foreign Personal 

Representative And Notice to Creditors
ROSEMARY SCOTT CULVER, whose address(es) 

is/are 9305 OGDEN PLACE, LANHAM, MARYLAND 
20706, was/were appointed Personal Representative of the 
estate of LORENZO THEUS SCOTT, deceased, by the 
ORPHANS’ Court for PRINCE GEORGE’S County, State 
of MARYLAND on DEC 14, 2015. Service of process may 
be made upon GLORIA GRIFFIN, 1916 GOOD HOPE 
ROAD, SE, WASHINGTON, DC 20020, whose designation 
as District of Columbia agent has been filed with the Register 
of Wills, D.C. The decedent owned the following District of 
Columbia real property: ONE-FOURTH INTEREST IN 
REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1922 11TH STREET, NW, 
WASHINGTON, DC 20009. Claims against the decedent may 
be presented to the undersigned and filed with the Register 
of Wills for the District of Columbia, Building A, 515 5th 
Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, D.C. 20001 within six 
months from the date of first publication of this notice. Date 
of First Publication: AUG 19, 2016. /s/ ROSEMARY SCOTT 
CULVER. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE MEISTER Register 
of Wills. Name of Newspapers: DWLR, AFRO AMERICAN. 
Pub Dates: AUG 19, 26, SEP 2, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 931
RUBEN W. SIMS, Deceased

LARRY C. WILLIAMS, Attorney
7600 GEORGIA AVENUE, NW, SUITE 405, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20012-1616
Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 

And Notice to Unknown Heirs
WANDA T. SIMS, whose address(es) is/are 12717 

SULLIVAN COURT, BELTSVILLE, MD 20705, was/were 
appointed personal representative(s) of the estate of RUBEN 
W. SIMS, who died on APR 18, 2014 WITHOUT a Will, 
and will serve WITHOUT Court supervision. All unknown 
heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown shall enter 
their appearance in this proceeding. Objections to such 
appointment shall be filed with the Register of Wills, D.C., 
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Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, 
D.C. 20001, on or before FEB 19, 2017. Claims against the 
decedent shall be presented to the undersigned with a copy 
to the Register of Wills or filed with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned, on or before FEB 19, 2017, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs or legatees 
of the decedent who do not receive a copy of this notice by 
mail within 25 days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and relationship. 
Date of First Publication: AUG 19, 2016. /s/ WANDA T. SIMS. 
TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE MEISTER Register of Wills. 
Name of Newspapers: DWLR, THE AFRO AMERICAN 
NEWSPAPER CO. Pub Dates: AUG 19, 26, SEP 2, 2016.

Superior Court of the District of Columbia
PROBATE DIVISION

2016 ADM 906
ESTELLE WALKER SLIGH, Deceased

Notice of Appointment, Notice to Creditors 
And Notice to Unknown Heirs

GAYNELL M. SANFORD, whose address(es) is/are 7113 
MAHOGANY DRIVE, HYATTSVILLE, MD 20785, was/were 
appointed personal representative(s) of the estate of ESTELLE 
WALKER SLIGH, who died on SEP 17, 2015 WITHOUT 
a Will, and will serve WITHOUT Court supervision. All 
unknown heirs and heirs whose whereabouts are unknown 
shall enter their appearance in this proceeding. Objections 
to such appointment shall be filed with the Register of Wills, 
D.C., Building A, 515 5th Street, N.W., 3rd Floor, Washington, 
D.C. 20001, on or before FEB 19, 2017. Claims against the 
decedent shall be presented to the undersigned with a copy 
to the Register of Wills or filed with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned, on or before FEB 19, 2017, 
or be forever barred. Persons believed to be heirs or legatees 
of the decedent who do not receive a copy of this notice by 
mail within 25 days of its first publication shall so inform the 
Register of Wills, including name, address and relationship. 
Date of First Publication: AUG 19, 2016. /s/ GAYNELL 
M. SANFORD. TRUE TEST COPY /s/ ANNE MEISTER 
Register of Wills. Name of Newspapers: DWLR, CATHOLIC 
STANDARD. Pub Dates: AUG 19, 26, SEP 2, 2016.

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA

Civil Division
Civil Action No.: 2016 CA 5112 R(RP)

Judge Jeanette J. Clark, Calendar 7, Next Event: Initial 
Scheduling Conference October 28, 2016 at 9:30 a.m.

SERENO GRASSI,
Plaintiff,

v.
DAVID E. TWOMBLY,

Defendant.
ORDER OF PUBLICATION

In accordance with D.C. Code § 13-336, et seq., and 
SCR Civil Rule 4-I, the object of this proceeding is to quiet 
title to one parcel of real property located in the District of 
Columbia, described for tax assessment purposes as Square 
3095, Lot 0034, known as 310 T Street, NW, Washington, DC 
20001. Plaintiff, co-owner of the Property, filed a Complaint 
alleging among other things, that Plaintiff and Defendant 
jointly purchased the property on March 30, 1989. Compl. 
at 2.1 “Plaintiff, for a period of twenty-three (23) years, has 
treated the Property as [Plaintiff ’s] own and has assumed all 
financial obligations regarding the Property, and has taken 
active steps to oust Defendant from the Property. . . ” Id. 
Plaintiff last spoke with Defendant in 1993.

Id.
 A people search identified two addresses 

for Defendant in Texas, but Plaintiff was not able to locate 
Defendant. Mot. Mem. at 4. Plaintiff “hired a process server 
to perform a skip trace and postal trace of the Defendant. 
The server’s trace revealed the same two Texas addresses for 
Defendant.” Id. Lastly, Plaintiff attached an Experteer Services 
LLC’s Investigative Report showing Plaintiff ’s efforts to locate 
Defendant in Dallas Texas. Id. at Ex. 1.

Therefore, Plaintiff has shown the Defendant’s location 
is unknown.

 WHEREFORE, it is this 19th day of July 2016, hereby,
ORDERED, that notice shall be given by insertion of a 

copy of this order in The Daily Washington Law Reporter, 
a legal newspaper or periodical of daily circulation and The 

Washington Informer, a newspaper or periodical specifically 
designated by the Court twice a month for three months. 
Super Ct. Civ. R. 4-I; D.C. Code §13-341². “For purposes of 
this rule, a legal newspaper or periodical of daily circulation 
shall mean a publication designed by the Court that is (1) 
devoted primarily to publication of opinions, notices and 
other information from the courts of the District of Columbia, 
(2) circulated generally to the legal community, and published 
at least on each weekday that the Superior Court is in session.” 
Super. Ct. Civ. R. 4-I. Notice is given to any and all persons 
interested in the above-described real property to cause their 
appearance to be entered herein on or before October 28, 2016 
at 9:30 a.m. Otherwise, the cause will be proceeded with as 
in cause of default. 1 Plaintiff filed a Verified Complaint to 
Quiet Title by Adverse Possession on July 14, 2016 which 
contained to two counts: Count I (Adverse Possession) and 
Count II (Partition). 2 D.C. Code § 13-341, states, in relevant 
part: (a) When a person would be a proper party to a judicial 
proceeding if living, and upon allegation under oath and proof 
satisfactory to the court that it is unknown whether he is living 
or dead, he may be proceeded against as if he were living, and 
with like effect, if a representative of or claimant under him

does not intervene in the action before final 
determination thereof, after notice by publication as in the 
case of nonresident parties. (b) When a person who would 
have been a proper party to a judicial proceeding is dead, 
and it is unknown whether he died testate or left heirs, or 
his heirs and devisees are unknown, the unknown persons 
may be described as the heirs or devisees of the person who, 
if living, would be the proper party. Notice shall be given by 
publication to them according to that description, and the 
same proceedings shall be had against them as are had against 
nonresident defendants, except that: (1) the notice shall be 
published at least twice a month for such period, not less 
than three months without good cause shown, as the court 
orders, and the notice shall require the parties to appear on 
or before the day fixed in the notice to appear; and (2) an 
order, judgment or decree may not be entered against SO 
ORDERED. /s/ Judge Jeanette J. Clark, D.C. Superior Court. 
Pub Dates: Jul 27, 28, Aug 1, 2, Sep. 1, 2, 2016.
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marks omitted)).
 Appellant bore the burden of proving that 
Branscomb had authority to bind her principal. 
See Lewis, 463 A.2d at 673. Because appellant did 
not come forward with evidence that Branscomb 
had express or implied actual authority to bind the 
District to the (alleged) agreement to repay the tax-
lien amount, the District was entitled to, and Judge 
Clark did not err entering, summary judgment on 
appellant’s breach of contract and breach of the 
covenant of good faith and fair dealing claims.

IV.
 We next address appellant’s claim that summary 
judgment was improper because there was 
a genuine issue of material fact regarding 
whether her reliance on Branscomb’s apparent 
authority was reasonable. Appellant contends that 
Branscomb committed “affirmative misconduct 
which should estop the District from denying the 
contract after [appellant’s] reasonable reliance.” 
She asserts that, believing that the District would 
honor its (alleged) agreement, she withdrew her 
OAH case and held off bringing other Superior 
Court litigation, “to the point of all statute[s] of 
limitations expiring for her valid claims regarding 
the District’s use of unlicensed contractors and 
failure to provide her with proper notice.” 
 To make out a case of estoppel against the 
District, a plaintiff must show “that the District 
made a promise, that [the plaintiff] suffered injury 
due to reasonable reliance on the promise[,] and 
that enforcement of the promise would be in 
the public interest and would prevent injustice.” 
McGregor Properties, 479 A.2d at 1273. We need 
not discuss all the prongs of that test because 
we agree with Judge Clark that appellant cannot 
show reasonable reliance on any representation 
by Branscomb to the effect that Branscomb had 
authority to enter into an agreement that the 
District would repay the tax-lien amount. On 
the record before us, we also see no evidence that 
appellant relied to her detriment on the putative 
settlement agreement.
 As a matter of law, “a person making or seeking 
to make a contract with the District is charged 
with knowledge of the limits of the agency’s 
(or its agent’s) actual authority” and, in light 
of that constructive notice, “cannot reasonably 
rely on representations to the contrary.” District 
of Columbia v. Greene, 806 A.2d 216, 222 (D.C. 
2002). On this record, there is also the additional 
fact, cited by Judge Clark, that Branscomb was a 
“low level employee” and, therefore, was unlikely 
to have authority to promise that the District 
would repay over $67,000. Appellant argues that 
there is “no support in the record for the trial 
court’s classification of Branscomb as a ‘low level 

employee,’” but we disagree. It was enough that 
the record showed that Branscomb was supervised 
by Lang, and that Lang himself had a supervisor 
(Rogers).
 Appellant also failed to demonstrate that 
she relied to her detriment on any promise by 
Branscomb. Appellant did not withdraw her 
request for an OAH hearing until three months 
after DCRA was to have performed its (putative) 
promise to repay the tax-lien amount; i.e., 
appellant already knew of the alleged breach when 
she (voluntarily) withdrew her hearing request. 
Even if we assume that appellant withdrew her 
OAH appeal because of the alleged promise, 
appellant suffered no detriment because, per 
Stanford, the appeal was subject to dismissal in any 
event. OAH lacked jurisdiction to issue any order 
disturbing the special tax assessment, and the 
NOV was moot (because the violation had been 
abated and no fines were assessed). The Superior 
Court has jurisdiction over tax-refund suits, but, 
long before the parties went to OAH mediation, 
the six-month (post-refund) period during 
which such a suit could be filed had expired. 
Thus, appellant had no claim that, in reliance 
on Branscomb’s purported promise, she forwent 
bringing a tax-refund suit she could otherwise 
have brought. As to appellant’s claim that she 
forwent pursuing litigation against the District 
regarding its use of an unlicensed contractor, the 
quality of the contractor’s work, and the District’s 
failure to give appellant timely notice of the lien 
(thereby allowing “all statute[s] of limitations [to] 
expir[e]”), appellant has not identified the causes 
of action she would have brought. Nor has she 
shown that the applicable limitations period(s) (1) 
had not already expired by the date of mediation 
(April 12, 2011), but (2) had expired by the time 
(30 days after the mediation, i.e., on May 12, 2011) 
appellant learned that the District did not intend 
to honor the putative promise. In short, appellant 
failed to show that she was rendered worse off than 
she had been prior to the promise allegedly made 
during mediation.
 The Superior Court did not err in granting 
summary judgment in favor of the District. 
Wherefore, the judgment of the trial court is

 Affirmed.

als for fraud against a District of Columbia based 
pension fund.
 In 1995, Judge Berk returned to the 
law firm of Jenner & Block and was elected to the 
partnership in 1996.  His practice focused on fed-
eral court civil litigation. During this time, Judge 
Berk spent thousands of hours, pro bono, lead-
ing a team of attorneys in an historic fair housing 
case involving the discriminatory conditions and 
practices of Miami, Dade County’s public hous-
ing projects.  After over a decade of litigation, 
Judge Berk and his team were able to steer the 
case to a successful resolution.
 In 2000, Judge Berk left the practice 
of law and became the founder of an Internet 
start up, iHappen that developed an early social 
networking site. Despite the company’s innova-
tive applications, operations were ceased in 2003. 
Judge Berk returned to the practice of law, even-
tually opening his own firm in 2009 (Berk Law 
PLLC) where he focused his practice on con-
sumer class action litigation and the representa-
tion of whistleblowers.  In his class action cases, 
he successfully litigated and resolved complex 
nationwide claims against Fortune 500 compa-
nies, including Honda, Dell, Sony, Ford, HP and 
Brunswick.
 Throughout his career Judge Berk has 
been an active volunteer in his community and 
at the Bar.  From 1993 to 2000, he volunteered as 
a docent and transcriber of survivor histories at 
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.  
In 2006, he and his sons started a hockey club for 
children with special needs, including autism. 
The club (the Cheetahs) after a decade continues 
to grow and serve the needs of hundreds of fami-
lies. At the District of Columbia Bar, Judge Berk 
has served as the Chairman of the Judicial Evalu-
ations Committee, a twice-elected member of the 
Board of Governors and the Treasurer.

The investiture of Judge Steven N. Berk will 
take place today, Friday, September 2, at 4pm 
in the atrium of the Moultrie Courthouse.

Perkins Continued from page 2083 Judge Berk Continued from page 2081  
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Judicial Nomination Commission Invites Comments on Applicants for Pending Judicial Vacancy

	 Members	of	the	bench,	bar,	and	public	are	hereby	notified	by	the	District	of	Columbia	Judicial	Nomination	Commission	(the	“Commission”)	that	there	
are	twenty-three	(23)	applicants	for	the	vacancy	on	the	Superior	Court	of	the	District	of	Columbia,	created	by	the	anticipated	retirement	of	Chief	Judge	
Lee	F.	Satterfield.	The	Commission	will	submit	the	names	of	three	applicants	for	this	vacancy	to	the	President	of	the	United	States	for	his	consideration	to	
nominate and appoint a judge. The applicants are:

  Maria Claudia T.C. Amato     Deborah J. Israel
  Hon. Errol Rajesh Arthur     Lee W. Jackson
  Mark D. Back      Dorsey G. Jones, II
  Hon. Rainey R. Brandt     Elbert L. Maxwell, II 
  Hon. Julie R. Breslow      Carmen Guerricagoitia McLean
  Catherine S. Bruno      Hon. Leslie A. Meek
  Alan R. Burch      Hon. Lloyd Urban Nolan, Jr.
  Eric S. Glover      S. Micah Salb
  Hon. Sharon E. Goodie     Denise O. Simpson
  Emily A. Gunston      Hon. Sean C. Staples
  Hon. Paul B. Handy      Gary Thompson
  Aminata F.N. Ipyana

 The Commission invites comments by September 22, 2016	regarding	the	qualifications	of	the	above-listed	applicants	for	a	judicial	position	on	the	Superior	
Court	of	the	District	of	Columbia.	Instructions	for	submitting	comments	are	on	the	Commission’s	website:	http://jnc.dc.gov/page/judicial-officer-applicants	
Applicants can be evaluated with respect to eight categories:

1. Judicial Temperament (e.g., ability to treat everyone with respect; willingness to listen with patience and courtesy; collegiality);
2. Professional Skills and Abilities (e.g., experience; intellectual ability; analytical skills; knowledge of the law and its underlying principles; knowledge 
of the rules of procedure and evidence; ability and willingness to learn and develop professionally);
3. Ethics (e.g., integrity; impartiality; objectivity; sound judgment; restraint);
4. Commitment to Diversity (e.g., treats people equally, fairly and with respect, regardless of gender, race, national origin, economic status, sexual 
orientation or any other factor; promotes inclusiveness of women and minorities);
5. Leadership and Communication Skills (e.g.,	ability	to	communicate	clearly	and	succinctly;	ability	to	inspire	respect	and	confidence;	decisiveness);
6. Efficiency and Organizational Skills	(e.g.,	ability	to	work	efficiently	and	under	time	constraints;	ability	to	work	constructively	with	others;	ability	
to manage time);
7. Writing Skills (e.g., ability to write clearly, concisely and persuasively); and
8. Community Service (e.g., pro bono activities; public service; volunteer activities; civic or charitable activities or memberships).

	 The	Commission	has	created	an	online	survey	to	facilitate	the	comment	process,	available	at:	www.jnc.dc.gov/page/judicial-officer-applicants.	Comments	
may also be provided by letter, and should address the categories above. Letters are to be sent to the Commission via mail (515 5th Street, NW, Suite 235, 
Washington, DC 20001), email (dc.jnc@dc.gov) or fax ((202) 879-0755), with a copy to each Commissioner (contact information attached). All comments 
must be received by September 22, 2016.

	 All	comments	submitted	to	the	Commission	become	part	of	an	applicant’s	confidential	file	for	a	period	of	two	years.	If you submitted comments for a 
current applicant within the past two years, they are part of the applicant’s file. You do not need to re-submit. Comments will not be publicly released 
or provided to the applicant. The content of any comments discussed with an applicant will not reveal the source of such comment, absent written consent 
by the individual providing the comment.

 Any technical problems or questions should be directed to the Commission’s Executive Director at (202) 879-0478 or dc.jnc@dc.gov.

 The Commission members are:

Honorable Emmet G. Sullivan, Chair
United States District Court for the District of Columbia
United States Courthouse
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333 Constitution Avenue, NW
Chambers 4935-Annex
Washington, DC 20001
(202) 354-3260
jnc@dcd.uscourts.gov

Ronald S. Flagg, Esq.
Legal Services Corporation
3333 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 295-1620
rflagg@lsc.gov

Mr. William Lucy
Vice President, AFL-CIO
1831 Sudbury Lane, NW
Washington, DC 20012
(301) 520-0576
Williamlucy1@comcast.net

Natalie O. Ludaway, Esq.
Office	of	the	Attorney	General
441 4th Street, NW, Suite 1100 S
Washington, DC 20001
(202) 724-1521
ludawayn@gmail.com

John	J.	McAvoy,	Esq.
3110 Brandywine Street, NW
Washington, DC 20008
(202) 966-8544
mcavoylaw@aol.com

Woody N. Peterson, Esq.
Zelle LLP
1775 Pennsylvania Avenue, Suite 375
Washington, DC, 20006
D (202) 899-4103
F (612) 336-9100
WPeterson@zelle.com

Rev. Morris L. Shearin, Sr.
Israel Baptist Church
1251 Saratoga Avenue, NE
Washington, DC 20018
(202) 269-0288
Revshearin1jnc@yahoo.com

Four Begin Supreme Court Fellowships

Four new Supreme Court Fellows will begin their 2016-2017 fellowships in August.

Caryn Devins, a law clerk to Judge Peter W. Hall of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, will spend her fellowship 
working with the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts.

Col. Cheryl A. Kearney, head of the political science department and dean of faculty at the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colo-
rado, is assigned to the Office of the Counselor to the Chief Justice.

Christine S. Scott-Hayward, an assistant professor of law and criminal justice at California State University, was selected to 
work with the U.S. Sentencing Commission.

Valerie M. Nannery comes to the Fellows program from her post as senior litigation counsel at the Center for Constitutional 
Litigation. She is assigned to the Federal Judicial Center.

Established by the late Chief Justice Warren E. Burger in 1973, the Supreme Court Fellows Program creates an opportunity for 
individuals to experience first-hand governmental, and particularly judicial, administration. In the words of Chief Justice John 
G. Roberts, Jr., the program offers “a unique opportunity for exceptional individuals to contribute to the administration of justice 
at the national level.”

The Supreme Court Fellows are selected by a commission composed of nine members selected by the Chief Justice of the 
United States. Additional background on each of the 2015-16 Supreme Court Fellows and the Supreme Court Fellows Program 
is available online at https://www.supremecourt.gov/fellows/default.aspx.

From Judiciary News at www.uscourts.gov.
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